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Cameron: UK government "does not support Tibetan independence"
[9 May 2013] During the debate on the Queen's Speech in Parliament on 8 May, David Cameron clarified the UK's
position on Tibet. The Prime Minister stated that the British government recognises Tibet as part of China and "does not
support Tibetan independence". He said this had been a "long-standing British policy" which had not changed, and that
the government was seeking a "strong and positive relationship" with China.

The policy clarification came during the MPs debate on the Queen's Speech on the opening day of the new
parliamentary session. The Prime Minister emphasised that the UK must link itself to the fastest-growing economies in
the world, including China. Sir Malcolm Rifkind MP then asked the Prime Minister about the current standing of the UK's
relationship with China given "the very difficult problem of Tibet".

The Prime Minister responded saying, "Let us be absolutely clear: this Government have not changed the long-standing
British policy towards China, and China and Tibet, and we do want to have a strong and positive relationship with China,
which I believe is to our mutual benefit. The Chinese Government are aware of our policy on Tibet. We recognise Tibet
as part of China. We do not support Tibetan independence, and we respect China’s sovereignty, and when I spoke to
Premier Li recently, we both looked forward to our countries working very closely together in the months and years
ahead."

The statement comes after criticism from the Chinese government over last year's meeting between the Dalai Lama and
the Prime Minister. China was reported to be seeking an apology, saying the meeting had "undermined" UK-China
relations. On 7 May, Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg, who also met with the Dalai Lama last year, said the UK must
continue to express its views on human rights and freedoms "in a respectful but nonetheless firm way."

Downing Street officials have said that it is hoped David Cameron will visit China later this year.

UPDATE (10 May 2013): Tibet Society has issued a campaign action, calling on the British government to support
Tibetan rights and freedoms and urge China to end its oppression of Tibet. The action incorporates the government's
latest statements plus their response to Tibet Lobby 2013.

UPDATE (17 May 2013): Read letter sent to Cameron by global Tibet coalition

Further reading: BBC (8 May) I AFP (8 May)

Opinion pieces:
Telegraph: David Blair - David Cameron had to stand up to China...
Channel 4: Gary Gibbons - Cameron olive branch to China

Related articles:
(8 May 2013) Tibet Society: China seeks apology; Clegg says UK must stand firm
http://www.tibetsociety.com

Powered by Joomla!

Generated: 23 January, 2018, 18:53

Tibet Society

(29 April 2013) Tibet Society: Cameron snubbed by China for meeting Dalai Lama
(29 June 2012) Tibet Society: China calls on UK cities to cancel Dalai Lama events

Tibet Society, the world’s first Tibet support group, was founded in 1959. Funded by its members, it has been
working for over 50 years to seek justice for Tibet through parliamentary lobbying, campaigns and actions. Help
keep Tibet alive by joining Tibet Society today. (Annual membership £24; Overseas £36; Life £500).

Click here to join
Click here to support

http://www.tibetsociety.com
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